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after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

This Office Action in response to Applicants' Amendment/Request for Reconsideration filed on 
October 11, 2005. Claims 1-23 and 29-57 have been cancelled. Claims 24-28 and 58-93 are 
presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 24-28 and 59-93 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kinney et al (hereinafter, "Kinney", U.S. Pat. No. 5,808,662) in view of Shaw et al (hereinafter, 
"Shaw", U.S. Pat. No. 5,815,689). 

As per claim 24, Kinney discloses: 

• a master control component to maintain a master timeline for a multimedia presentation 
(col. 5, lines 4-18; Kinney discloses a GUI interface (master control) that is used by a 
user to control the playback of the movie (multimedia presentation). 

However, Kinney does not explicitly disclose: 

• a plurality of individual data streams ; and 
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• for each of the plurality of individual data stream s controls corresponding to the 
individual data streams of the multimedia presentation, wherein each individual stream 
controls is to maintain a timeline for the corresponding individual data stream and 
wherein an individual stream control determines when the master timeline is modified 
by the master control so that the individual stream controls can modify the 
correspondinR individual data streams to accommodate the modified master timeline. 

Shaw discloses a method and computer program product for synchronizing processing 
between two or more data streams including: 

• a plurality of individual data streams (abstract and col. 36, lines 22-3 1); and 

• for each of the plurality of individual data stream s controls corresponding to the 
individual data streams of the multimedia presentation, wherein each individual stream 
controls is to maintain a timeline for the corresponding individual data stream and 
wherein an individual stream control determines when the master timeline is modified 
by the master control so that the individual stream controls can modify the 
corresponding individual data streams to accommodate the modified master timeline 
(col. 36, lines 46-67, col. 37, lines 53-60 and col. 40, lines 5-18). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Kinney by incorporating a master clock and slave clocks for each 
data stream in order to synchronize processing of the data streams thereby allowing processing 
adjustments to be made with less effect on the rendered data. 

As per claim 25, Kinney discloses: 
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• a user request for a new playback speed and communicate the new playback speed to 
the plurality of individual stream controls (col. 5, lines 52-64). 

As per claim 26, Kinney discloses: 

• communicating the new playback speed to the plurality of individual stream controls by 
sending a message to each of the plurality of individual stream controls (col. 5, lines 52- 
64). 

As per claim 27, Kinney discloses: 

• wherein each of the plurality of individual stream controls is to monitor the master 
timeline and adjust the timeline a maintained by the stream control to maintain 
synchronization with the master timeline (col. 5, lines 65-66 and col. 6, lines 1-9). 

As per claim 28, Kinney discloses: 

• wherein the plurality of data streams include one or more of an image stream, a text 
stream, and an animation stream (col. 2, lines 66-67 and col. 3, lines 1-15). 

As per claims 58, and 72, Kinney discloses a method in a network client for synchronizing 
streams of a multimedia presentation having a plurality streams , the streams located at one or 
more network servers, the method comprising: 

• maintaining a presentation timeline using a master control (col. 5, lines 4-18; Kinney 
discloses a GUI interface (master control) that is used by a user to control the playback 
of the movie (multimedia presentation); 

• detecting an event that causes a change in the presentation timeline (col. 5, lines 52-64); 

• modifying the master control's presentation timeline in response to the event (col. 5, 
lines 65-66 and col. 6, lines 1-9); and 
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However, Kinney does not explicitly disclose: 

• receiving from the one or more network servers the plurality of streams, each stream of 
the plurality of streams having a slave control; and 

• notifying each slave control of the plurality of streams that the presentation timeline has 
been modified, so that the slave controls can alter their corresponding streams to 
accommodate the modified presentation timeline. 

Shaw discloses a method and computer program product for synchronizing processing 
between two or more data streams including: 

• receiving from the one or more network servers the plurality of streams, each stream of 
the plurality of streams having a slave control (abstract and col. 36, lines 22-3 1); and 

• notifying each slave control of the plurality of streams that the presentation timeline has 
been modified, so that the slave controls can alter their corresponding streams to 
accommodate the modified presentation timeline (col. 36, lines 46-67, col. 37, lines 53- 
60 and col. 40, lines 5-18). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Kinney by incorporating a master clock and slave clocks for each 
data stream in order to synchronize processing of the data streams thereby allowing processing 
adjustments to be made with less effect on the rendered data. 

As per claim 86, Kinney discloses a system for synchronizing streams of a presentation 
having a plurality of stream comprising: 
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• a master control component located at a network client for maintaining a presentation 
timeline (col. 5, lines 4-1 8; Kinney discloses a GUI interface (master control) that is 
used by a user to control the playback of the movie (multimedia presentation); and 

• wherein the master control detects an event that causes a change in the presentation 
timeline (col. 5, lines 52-64). 

However, Kinney does not explicitly disclose: 

• a first slave control component located at a first network server for controlling a stream 
being transmitted by the first network server (abstract col. 37, lines 53-60 and col. 40, 
lines 5-18); 

• a second slave control component located at a second network server for controlling a 
stream being transmitted by the second network server (abstract col. 37, lines 53-60 and 
col. 40, lines 5-18); and 

• modifies the presentation timeline in response to the event, and notifies the slave control 
components that the presentation timeline has been modified so that the slave controls 
components can alter their streams to accommodate the modified presentation (col. 36, 
lines 46-67, col. 37, lines 53-60 and col. 40, lines 5-18). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Kinney by incorporating a master clock and slave clocks for each 
data stream in order to synchronize processing of the data streams thereby allowing processing 
adjustments to be made with less effect on the rendered data. 

As per claims 59, 73 and 87, Kinney discloses: 
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• wherein the event is a decrease in the available bandwidth from one or more of the 
servers to the client (col. 3, lines 27-3 1). 

As per claims 60, 74 and 88, Kinney discloses: 

• wherein the event is an increase in the available bandwidth from one or more of the 
servers to the client (col. 3, lines 27-3 1). 

As per claims 61, 75 and 89, Kinney discloses: 

• wherein the event is a change in the speed of playback selected by a user viewing the 
presentation (col. 6, lines 1-9). 

As per claims 62, 76 and 90, Kinney discloses: 

• wherein the modifying of the master control's presentation timeline further comprises 
selecting particular streams for alteration (col. 5, lines 52-64). 

As per claims 63, 77 and 91, Kinney discloses: 

• wherein the selecting of particular streams is performed using a priority ranking 
provided to the master control (col. 6, lines 1-9). 

As per claims 64, 78 and 92, Kinney discloses: 

• wherein the selecting of particular streams is performed using a user-supplied ordered 
list provided to the master control (col. 5, lines 52-64). 

As per claims 65, 79 and 93, Kinney discloses: 

• wherein the altering of a stream by a slave control is selected from the group consisting 
of jumping ahead in the stream, pausing the stream, and time-scale modification of the 
stream (col. 4, lines 41-49 and col. 5, lines 36-51). 

As per claims 66 and 80, Kinney discloses: 
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• wherein the event is generated by the user choosing the manner of change to the 
presentation timeline (col. 5, lines 36-51). 

As per claims 67 and 81, Kinney discloses: 

• wherein the individual streams include one or more of an image stream, a text stream, 
and an animation stream (col. 2, lines 66-67 and col. 3, lines 1-15). 

As per claims 68 and 82, Kinney discloses: . 

• wherein the slave controls are located at the network servers (col. 3, lines 16-26). 
As per claims 69 and 83, Kinney discloses: 

• wherein the slave controls are located at the network client (col. 2, lines 66-67 and col. 
3, lines 1-15). 

As per claims 70 and 84, Kinney discloses: 

• wherein multiple slave controls are located at the same network server (col. 2, lines 66- 
67 and col. 3, lines 1-15). 

As per claims 71 and 85, Kinney discloses: 

• wherein the streams are received from different servers (col. 2, lines 66-67 and col. 3, 
lines 1-15). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States, 
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4. Claims 24, 58, 72 and 86 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Shaw et al (hereinafter, "Shaw", U.S. Pat. No. 5,815,689) 
As per claim 24, Shaw discloses: 

• a master control component to maintain a master timeline for a multimedia presentation 
(abstract and col. 36, lines 39-60). 

• a plurality of individual data streams (abstract and col. 36, lines 22-3 1); and 

• for each of the plurality of individual data stream s controls corresponding to the 
individual data streams of the multimedia presentation, wherein each individual stream 
controls is to maintain a timeline for the corresponding individual data stream and 
wherein an individual stream control determines when the master timeline is modified 
by the master control so that the individual stream controls can modify the 
corresponding individual data streams to accommodate the modified master timeline 
(col. 36, lines 46-67, col. 37, lines 53-60 and col. 40, lines 5-18). 

As per claims 58, and 72, Kinney discloses a method in a network client for synchronizing 
streams of a multimedia presentation having a plurality streams , the streams located at one or 
more network servers, the method comprising: 

• maintaining a presentation timeline using a master control (abstract and col. 36, lines 
39-60); 

• detecting an event that causes a change in the presentation timeline (abstract and col. 36, 
lines 39-60); 

• modifying the master control's presentation timeline in response to the event (col. 36, 
lines 46-67, col. 37, lines 53-60 and col. 40, lines 5-18); 
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• receiving from the one or more network servers the plurality of streams, each stream of 
the plurality of streams having a slave control (abstract and col. 36, lines 22-31); and 

• notifying each slave control of the plurality of streams that the presentation timeline has 
been modified, so that the slave controls can alter their corresponding streams to 
accommodate the modified presentation timeline (col. 36, lines 46-67, col. 37, lines 53- 
60 and col. 40, lines 5-18). 

As per claim 86, Kinney discloses a system for synchronizing streams of a presentation 
having a plurality of stream comprising: 

• a master control component located at a network client for maintaining a presentation 
timeline (abstract and col. 36, lines 39-60); 

• a first slave control component located at a first network server for controlling a stream 
being transmitted by the first network server (abstract col. 37, lines 53-60 and col. 40, 
lines 5-18); 

• a second slave control component located at a second network server for controlling a 
stream being transmitted by the second network server (abstract col. 37, lines 53-60 and 
col. 40, lines 5-18); and 

• wherein the master control detects an event that causes a change in the presentation 
timeline, modifies the presentation timeline in response to the event, and notifies the 
slave control components that the presentation timeline has been modified so that the 
slave controls components can alter their streams to accommodate the modified 
presentation (col. 36, lines 46-67, col. 37, lines 53-60 and col. 40, lines 5-18). 
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Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 24-28 and 58-93 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

U.S. Pat. No. 6,665,308 to Rakib et al 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LaShonda T. Jacobs whose telephone number is 571-272-4004. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 A.M. -5:00 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on 571-272-4001. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Itj LaShonda T Jacobs 

December 14, 2005 Examiner 
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